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In mid-November, Ken Frantz stood on a
suspended cable-and-board bridge 80 feet
above the Blue Nile River in Ethiopia and
pondered eight years of his life that had sped
by as if they were rocket-propelled.

Those years had begun 400 yards up-
stream, with an earlier bridge, or more
properly, they had begun with a National
Geographic magazine perused while waiting

for his truck to be serviced in a Peninsula
dealership.

That magazine had shown pictures of a
centuries-old stone bridge with no span, and
the accompanying article told the story of
125,000 villagers, many of whom had never
seen a doctor, had never gone to school, whose
idea of commerce ended at the river, which
could be traversed only by shinnying across
on a rope.

BRIDGE-BUILDERS
REACH FOR MORE

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF RUDY HEINATZ

The Sebara Dildiy, a nearly 400-year-old stone bridge in northern Ethiopia that connects two important trade regions, was
missing its center span for years. The bridge was broken in the 1930s by resistance fighters aiming to slow Italian invaders.

Fresh off the completion of a new span high above the Blue Nile,
a Yorktown man sees bigger achievements ahead for his nonprofit

By Jim Hodges
SPECIAL TO THE DAILY PRESS

See BRIDGES/Page 4

More online
Read our original coverage
of the project, dailypress
.com/prosperity. Visit
the group, www.bridges
toprosperity.org

GLOUCESTER — The county’s first
in-house reassessment has vexed Glou-
cester supervisors and officials, with
one supervisor referring to it as “crap”

and another supervisor laying blame on
two county officials, according to e-
mails obtained by the Daily Press.

The reassessment has been beset by
delays and, most recently, a request to a
judge for an extension past Dec. 31 after
property owners flooded the Assessor’s
Office with appeals of their property
values. Citizens have complained about
the increase in values of land, flawed
data and other problems.

On Dec. 15, County Administrator

Brenda Garton wrote an e-mail to all
seven supervisors and county officials
in which she told them about the
request for an extension, which was
obtained from a judge. The reassess-
ment was on schedule to be completed
by Thursday.

Property values increased an average
of 8 percent, but notices to property
owners were mailed more than a month 

Supervisors criticize property reassessment
Gloucester administrator says
blame for latest problems
should be analyzed later
By Matt Sabo
msabo@dailypress.com ❘ 757-247-4712

Read the e-mails
See copies of mes-
sages from members
of the Gloucester
Board of Supervisors
about the county’s
reassessment at
dailypress
.com/gloemails

See PROPERTY/Page 4

Ryan Williams ran for
two touchdowns to set the
ACC’s single-season
touchdown record as Vir-
ginia Tech routed Ten-
nessee 37-14 on Thursday
night in the Chick-fil-A
Bowl in Atlanta. It was
the first meeting between
the schools since the 1994
Gator Bowl. 
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Williams,
Hokies
run over
Tennessee

The Senate Intelligence
Committee plans hear-
ings for Jan. 21 as part of
an investigation about
missteps in the lead-up to
the Dec. 25 attempted
Detroit jetliner attack
involving Nigerian bomb-
ing suspect Umar Farouk
Abdulmutallab. 
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Hearings
planned
on bomb
attempt

Coming Sunday: Our Year in Review
In a year of political shakeups and scandals, economic ups and downs, war, wild
weather, tragedies and triumphs, what were the top stories? In Sunday’s Daily
Press, we’ll recap them all. Look for our top 10 stories of the year in local news
and sports, along with listings of top stories from each year of the decade. We’ll
also have a fun year-ending pop culture quiz, songs of the decade and recaps of
some of the best performances and exhibits in arts and entertainment. So after
you flip your calendar ahead, don’t forget to join us for a look back.

Inside today: 
Photos of the year
See some of the best images
captured by Daily Press
photographers in 2009 on Page
9 of News. Go to dailypress
.com/poy to see a larger gallery
of more top photos.

Year in Review online: 
Rate the top stories
Politics. Weather. The economy.
How would you rank the top
stories of 2009? Go to
dailypress.com/yearinreview
to cast your vote and see lots of
other Year in Review content.
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