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Ken Frantz of Gioucester stands on T Dridge he bullt 10 cross 10 hs home on Cuba Istand. Frarks is e founder of Bridges 1 Prosperity, a
crarty group dedicated o buliding Bghtweight pedestran brages in Thirs-Werkd countries

Building bridges

New spans in 3rd World
mean hope for the poor
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M Bridges

After learning more about the
Second Portuguese Bridge in
Ethiopia, Frantz went about cre-

fhve other organizations that have
built bridges but only because
they had to in order to fulfill
other needs of their charitable
work. He said these bridges have
not been built with efficlency —
using repetition — but were re-
ongineerod for each project. His
idea ix to come up with repeti.
thous that can be used for
projects all over the world

Last June, Frantz and his
brother, Forrest, and another
engineer formed a three man
teamn to trave] 1o Ethiopia to visit
the site of the brokem Second Por-
tuguese Bridge. During a two-
week stay, they got federal and
state approval for the bridge
building project, met with village
elders to obtain their support,
performed engineering and sur-
veying assessments and took

carrying AK-47e and other auto
matic weapons. “The only way
you can carry a gun in Ethiopia

ABOUT THE GROUP

The mission statement
for Bridges to Prosperity

Journeyed first by Jeep, then on
foot for 18 miles with donkeys
transporting thelir goar to the
bridge site.

The bridge will be a tremen-

dous economic benefit to the

Frantz savs. The broken
span Is about 40 feet Jong and will
be repaired with a steel truss

engineering other projects,
including two in Nepal. The cable
bridges

there will cost an aver.

can find a sponsor.

Frantz would like to get a
bridge bullding company
imvolved In Bridges to Prospert-
ty. He also wants to bulld an
endowment fund for administra-
tion of the organization. “Tele-

He left Feb. 10 for Ethiopia and
will return March 5.

“This is really exciting. real-
Iy new.” Frantz says with a grin.
*1 love excitement and challenge.
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With Bridges to Prosperity,
Frantz says he is creating ™ some-
thing that will cutlive me.™



